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Pivantiiys lean, —rotessors Resign Over Race Tssue 


(Nashville, Tenn, ) - Dr, J. Robert Nelson, dean of Vanderbilt Divinity Seaook 
Nashville, Tenn., and ten of the seminary's other 16 faculty members have re- 
Signed in protest against the university trustees! "flat refusal" to re-admit 
aeNeero “sit-in! strike leader, 


Their resignations were followed by the withdrawal of 16 students, in- 
cluding three other Negro students, from the school, and the return by three 
graduates of diplomas awarded a few days before. Dr. Nelson has been dean 
mie vanderbilt since November 1957. Previously he was for four years secre- 
tary of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, Ge- 
neva. 


The controversy arose over the expulsion on March 3 of the Rev. James 
M, Lawson, Jr.,-32, a former Methodist missionary in India, The university 
accused him of having conducted a civil disobedience campaign when he and 
79 other white and Negro student demonstrators were arrestedsby police tor 
participating in "sit-in" strikes protesting against segregated eating 
places in Nashville (See HPS No. 11), -He has not yet stood trial. 


(It was reported last week that the deanship at Vanderbilt has been 
offered to Dr. Walter J. Harrelson, former dean at the University of Chi~ 
cago Divinity School.) 
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In his letter of resignation Dr. Nelson said the refusal of University 
Chancellor Harvie Branscomb to re-admit Mr. Lawson for work towards a degree 


in the summer term was "destructive" of "the confidence and morale of the 
divinity faculty'and others. 


"The future of the Divinity School is now gravely imperilled," he said, 
"No one can predict how long it will take for the damage to be repaired," 


Chancellor Branscomb is reported to have declined to accept the faculty 
resignations and referred them to the university's Board of Trustees. 


The resignations came after three months of quiet effort by Divinity 
School faculty members to have Mr. Lawson readmitted, Last Monday Chancellor 
Branscomb met the Divinity School admissions committee and said he could not 
accept its recommendation that he be re-enrolled for the summer session, 


Dr. Nelson said in his letter that Mr. Lawson's "application papers 
satisfied the members of our Admissions Committee that there was no reason 
for not admitting him to the schonl. Only your approval was required. I 
Po cup Oullor vais.  Youswould not sive it, 


"You have thus forbidden the dean and faculty to admit a student who 
is well known and endorsed by them, but condemned by yourself and members of 
the Board of Trust who have never even met him,'! 


Mr. Lawson has begun studies at Boston University Divinity School, He 
had also been offered scholarships to several other schools, 


The Faculty Committee of the Chicago Theological Seminary will recommend 
inviting on to its staff all the Vanderbilt faculty members who have resigned. 
A statement said the Committee "feels their witness will have more lasting 
influence if they remain together", 


Dr, Nelson's: letter of -restgnation said that the action. in expelling 
Mr, Lawson has brought "much shameful criticism" upon the University and has 
been the cause of "a deep and persistent sense of outrage" among faculty and 
students, 


"What was the wrong that needed to be rectified?" he wrote. "It was the 
feeble acquiescence by university authorities to a public image of Mr. Lawson 
which was both distorted and defamatory. 


"Tt was a disciplinary measure of grave proportions applied to a man of 
widely recognized moral character because of an accusation which he has never 
yet admitted, namely, that he was committed to a 'planned campaign of civil 
disobedience!'; 


"T+ was a clear repudiation of the freedom of expression and action of a 
mature person, acting under the motivation of Christian moral COnViculod. 


"Tt was the prejudging as legally guilty of a man who, so far as the pub- 


lic law is concerned, is still regarded as innocent," 


Further, the letter says, the university's action is "tacitly a condemna- 


tion of the non-violent demonstrations and the decision was reached "under 


conditions of strain and emotion," has no precedent in the University's history, 
and “has subsequently been shown by the deliberations of the University's Sen~ 


ate to have been grossly improper." 


Owners of six large stores in Nashville have agreed to serve Negroes at 


previously all-white lunch counters as a result of the demonstrations, 
EPS, Geneva 
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Princeton Faculty Backs Vanderbilt Resignations 


(Princeton) ~ The Faculty Council of Princeton Theological Seminary has 


telegraphed a resolution in support of the resignations of Dr,J. Robert Nelson © 


and faculty members from Vanderbilt University Divinity School. (See pre- 
ceding story.) 


The telegram said the Council "supports you and your colleagues in your 
stand for Christian brotherhood and for academic integrity, You may count 
on our active support and prayers as you struggle for these ends," 


President James I. McCord and all full professors of Princeton Seminary 
constitute the Faculty Council, EPS, Geneva 


"Osservatore Romano" Makes Stir Over Prnlitics 


EE SE SS 


(Fribourg, Switzerland) - Roman Catholic periodicals in the Netherlands have 
disagreed with an article in the Vatican's "Osservatore Romano" that claimed 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy had the right and duty to control political de- 
cisions of Catholics. (See EPS No. 21) 


In reply to the "Osservatore" statement, which has been taken to re- 
present high Vatican authority, the Dutch Dominican weekly "De Bazuin" asks 
if it can be hoped that the writer of the Rome article "will finally be con- 
verted to the conviction that the opinion he defends can be lived out only 
in the now extinct clerical-feudal-medieval society." 


Another comment (called "more moderate" by KIPA, international Roman 
Catholic news service published in Switzerland) appears in the Dutch Jesuit 
weekly "De Linie". It says "the inescapable impression prevails that the 
laity must be relieved of all responsibility and that the general formulas of 
the 'Osservatore Romano! are explicitly concerned with the special situation 
in Lt aly" . 


Denying that the principles of the Roman newspaper article are basic for 
Catholics all over the world, "De Bazuin" says "this theory is not theore~-— 
tically or practically accepted by any Catholic on this side of the Alps", 


"De Linie', in a reference to Senator John Kennedy's candidature for 
the presidency of the USA, suggests it complicates the stand of Catholics, 
"more particularly in the United States", 


In France, the weekly Catholic "Témoignage Chrétien" comments: "In this 
country it is rather hard to imagine the higher leadership of a Catholic 
Action movement giving in before this sort of public statement - for example, 
at meetings of the MRP congress", The MRP is the Roman Catholic supported 
French political party. 


Senator John F, Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, who is the leading contender 
for the Democratic nomination for the US presidency, last week reiterated 


his support of the principle of Church-state separation in answer to questions — 


of newsmen concerning the "Osservatore Romano" article. 


A statement issued by his press officer declared in part: "The American 
office holder is committed to an oath to God to support and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, which includes Article I providing for the 
separation of Church and state, Senator Kennedy has repeatedly stated his 
support of (this principle) and .., this support is not subject to change 
under any condition," EPS, Geneva 
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Church of Scotland to Resume Talks With Anglicans 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has decided 


to resume talks on church unity with the Anglican churches in England and 
Scotland. 


The Assembly has appointed a committee of ministers and elders to pre- 
pare the way for the new approach. Conversations were broken off last year 
after the Church of Scotland rejected proposals for mutual recognition of 
Ministries based on acceptance of a system of bishops working within pres- 
byteries in both types of church, (See EPS No. 18 


In another session the General Assembly approved in principle by a 
margin of one vote the admission of women to the eldership of the church, ' 
The action followed a vigsrous debate on the issue between those who claimed | 
women elders would be contrary to apostolic tradition and advocates of the 
step. The decision is subject to review and approval by the church!s pres- 
byteries before final endorsement. It would mean that women could parti- 
cipate fully in the work of the sessions, presbyteries and Assembly that 
govern the church, 


The committee on "The Place of Women in the Church", which made the 
recommendation after two years work, pointed out that the measure did not 
imply admitting women to the full ministry of Word and Sacrament. 


A recommendation to relax regulations insisting on strict Sabbath 
observance was defeated by 220 votes to 208. Dr. Neville Davidson of Glas- 
gow, who made the proposal for the church's Church and Nation Committee, 
painted a picture of non-church going young Scots "chafing against the dead- 
ly dullness of the day, which makes so many pastimes impossible and is 
associated in their minds with locked doors of cinemas and restaurants and 
even coffee stalls", 


eA. eee kee | a 


Professor Thomas F, Torrance of Edinburgh qposed the relaxations 
because he said the adaptation of the Church to the changed community around 
it was compromise and "an essentially Roman Catholic procedure", But Dr.” i 
George MacLeod, leader of the Iona Community, warned that the Sabbath was 
"the vestigial remainder of a Puritan way of life that has gone for ever", 


The Church and Nation Committee was asked to give reason to next year's 
Assembly why there should be a departure from the strict position taken by 
Presbyterians in the 17th century, 


Another action of the General Assembly called for the sending of a 
Church of Scotland deputation "to discuss the Christian cause in South 
Africa, the guidance of the Gospel in the present dilemma and the future | 
of all the peoples of South Africa" with South Africa's Dutch Reformed, : 
Presby<crian and Bantu Presbyterian churches, EPS, Geneva 


Spying Called "Immoral" 

(New York) - Dr, Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, has declared that "spying, like war itself, 
is essentially immoral and can be justified only to the degree that it helps 
to prevent a greater evil". 


The Protestant leader said that "spying has to be seen in the same 
light as war -- of which it is really one outcropping and activity. The 
moral judgements which a Christian pronounces regarding war therefore apply 
bo, spying aiso". EPS, Geneva 
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Student Pastors Want Conscientious Objection Recognized 


(Geneva) - A West Kuropean international conference of student pastors has 
appealed to the World Council of Churches to "bring about the right to con- 
Scientious objection in all countries of Europe", 


The meeting, attended by 45 student chaplains working with students from 
eight countries, drew attention to the need for helping worried students more 
adequately in facing problems raised by modern war and political conflict, 
The student pastors said they expected the churches "not only to say a clear 
‘no! to war, but also to call upon their members and help them to contribute 
aie and realistically toward the coexistence of all people in the 
wor ‘ 


The appeal addressed to the WCC and "all appropriate ecumenical bodies" 
requested the churches to raise the question of recognition of conscientious 
objection"with the governments of all countries whose constitutions do not 
guarantee the right", 


Other concerns of the meeting, the third in a triennial series called 
by the World!s Student Christian Federation at the Ecumenical Institute of 
the WCC at Bossey, were the relation of theology to education, training in 
prayer for students and the place of student pastors in various types of stu- 
dent work, The meeting endorsed the idea of unified ecumenical Christian 
witness in the universities, 


Participants came from Austria, Frunce, Finland, Germany, the Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Student pastors invited 
from Hast Germany failed to obtain visas. EPS, Geneva 


Australian Methodists Debate Summit Collapse 


(Sydney ) - The General Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia 

has praised British Prime Minister Harold MacMillan for his "Christian efforts 
to promote the summit conference and his sustained efforts to save it from 
collapse", 


However the delegates could not agree on the final wording of a proposed 
resolution on the summit failure, 


A draft of the statement-asked for "restraint by both leaders and peoples 
of all nations in apportioning blame for the breakdown" and urged "all possible 
steps to effect a reconciliation between America and Russia". 


The draft statement was criticized by Dr. Alan Walker, prominent evange- 
list and superintendent of the Central Methodist Mission in Sydney, who said 
it was "not enough merely to express disappointment" over the breakdown and 
urged "a specific statement". 


He scored the "lying and spying" in international relations and said 
"the spy-plane incident represents one of the few occasions when the cloak 
of self-righteousness has been stripped from nations", He said all nations, 


including Australia, must be "pointed to an absolute moral code of behaviour", 
EPS, Geneva 
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Church Study Assails Sex and Violence in Mass Media 


(New York) - A National Council of Churches (US) study commission has 
assailed what it calls "a pathological preoccupation with sex and violence! 


in films and television and "revelations of dishonest practices within the 
industries", 


The commission also was critical because the "image of man" projected by 


TV, radio and films is "often poles apart from the Christian understanding 
of man and his purpose", 


There is "the assumption in both the content of the media and the policies 
which govern them that man's end is material advantage, power and pleasure 
to be achieved through competing with, manipulating and exploiting his fellow 
men', it declared, 


"We recognize that this is symptomatic of a moral disease in our society, 
reflected in the mass media and we confess that the churches themselves share 
Boecne responsibility for this moral disease." 


The 4,500-word statement was based on a two-year study made by a 34-member 
Protestant and Hastern Orthodox group. It was presented to the NCC!s policy- 
making General Board at its quarterly two-day sessions last week, The Board 
sent it on to its affiliated denominations for study and comment. 


In other action the 250-member board: 


Issued the first formal pronouncement by a US religious body calling US 
citizens to an appreciation of the beneficent uses of nuclear energy for 
peaceful pruposes, The statement hailed nuclear energy as a gift of God, 
and urged that Christians exercise a faithful stewardship over its uses and 
learn to distinguish the goodness of the gift from the tragic circumstances 
of its early use; 


Voted unanimously in support of "sit-in" strikes and other non-violent 
projects against discriminatory laws, as "expressions of just and righteous 
indignation against laws, customs and traditions that violate human per- 
Bons lity .ss''s 


Heard reports of widespread United States interest in the ecumenical move- 
ment and of plans for a series of conferences and institutes, resulting from 
the first year's activity of the NCC's Faith and Order Studies unit, A Na- 
tional Study Commission within the unit is expected to begin work this autumn to 
analyze the "phenomenon of councils of churches,., and to come to a clear 
understanding of their place in the Church"; 


Adopted a resolution thanking the American public, government groups and 
the nation!s press for their support in the face of charges alleging Commu- 
nist infiltration in the NCC and other church circles; (See EPS No. 13) 


Authorized plans for a North American Conference on Church and Family Life 
to be held in the spring of 1961 under joint auspices. of the NCCC and the 
Canadian Council of Churches; 


Welcomed, as a special guest at a dinner in his honour, His Holiness 
Vasken I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic (Ortho- 
dox) Church, The Catholicos who is the spiritual leader of some 2,500, 000 
Orthodox Armenians is visiting the United States to inspect the work of his 
ehurch. (See EPS No.20) EPS, Geneva 
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_inter-Church Centre Dedicated in New York 


—— 


(New York) - The new $21,000,000 Inter-Church Centre - the US churches! 
first common national headquerters building - has been dedicated in New 
eric: 


The new 19-storey structure houses the headquarters of the National 
Council of Churches, the US office of the World Council of Churches and 
27 other Protestant and Eastern Orthodox denominations and agencies, with 
more than 2,000 employees. 


The Inter-Church Centre is situated on a site contributed by the late 
John D, Rockefeller, Jr., who also gave $2,650,000 towards its construction. 
Ground was broken for it in November, 1957 and the cornerstone was laid 
by President EKisenhower in October, 1958. The first of the Centre's tenants 
began occupying finished office space in the fall of 1959. EPS, Geneva 


Preparations Advance for Second Vatican Council 


(Rome ) - Pope John XXIII has set up a "council, or special secretariat" 
to study ways in which non-Roman Catholics may be associated with the work 
of the forthcoming Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Church. 


The aim of the secretariat, according to a decree issued on Whitsunday, 
will be to help other Christians "to follow the Council's work and more 
easily find the way to re-enter that unity for which Jesus Christ prayed 
so earnestly to His Heavenly Father", 


Uiewsecretertapewili™ be presided over by Cardinak Augustinus= ea ara 
leading German Biblical scholar residen’ in Rome. Its members, like those 
of the ten commissions set up by the Pope to prepare the business of the 
Council, will be "oardinals, bishops and churchmen noted for their virtue 
and doctrine, with secular and regular clergy chosen from the various parts 
SP uchelworld so as to manifest the Church's catholicity"., 


Possible major concerns at the Council are indicated by the names of 
the ten commissions, Nine of them, with cardinals of the corresponding 
Sacred Congregations at Rome as presidents, are: a "theological commission" 
dealing with Scripture, tradition, faith and morals; commissions on the 
bishops and the government of the dioceses, the discipline of the clergy 
and Christian people, the religious orders, the sacraments, the liturgy, 
Studies and the-setiinaries, the Church of the Eastern Rite, and missions, 
The tenth commission, on the lay apostolate and religious and social con- 
cerns of Catholic Action, will be presided over by Cardinal Fernando Cento, 


An additional secretariat will deal with press, radio, film and tele-= 
PSO, 

The preparatory work will be coordinated by a Central Commission, with 
the Pope as president. It will be composed of the cardinals presiding 
over the other commissions and selected additional members and advisers, 
The secretary, who will be secretary general for the Council, is Bishop 
Pericle Felici, who administered the "ante-preparatory" correspondence with 
bishops and Roman Catholic universities that led to over 2,000 responses 
from all parts of the world about subjects for consideration at the Council, 
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Financial and technical details of the Council's preparation will be 
worked out by specially appointed secretariats. 


The Ecumenical Council will be called the Second Vatican Council, The 
First Vatican Council of 1870 promulgated the dogma of Popal Infalli pier. 
EPS, Geneva 


Iie, Wreck 


The 250th anniversary of the Canstein Bible Society, the oldest Bible 
society in the world, has been marked at ceremonies in Bielefeld, Germany. 
The Society was founded in 1710 to print a popularly-priced Bible. 


* * 


Applications from several US religious organizations for permission to 
send missionaries to the Sudan have been rejected by Sudanese authorities. 
No reason was given for the refusal, but since April, 1957, when the country's 
Mission schools were nationalized, the Sudan government has made it in- 
ereasingly difficult for Christian missionaries to carry on their activitzoes, 


* * 


Christian mission schools in Malaya receiving government subsidies have 
been informed by the Malayan Ministry of Hducation they must stop giving 
religious instruction to non-Christian pupils unless they have the written 
permission of parents or guardians. The Ministry said it was taking the 
action because it had received complaints of "excessive proselytism" among 
fon-Christians by the Christian missions, ~~ 


* * 


Mrs, Bodil Koch, Danish minister for ecclesiastical affairs, has arrived 
in Communist China for a three-week tour of religious centres, according to 
a broadcast of the Peking Radio. 


* * 


The King of Sweden has named Dr. Martin Lindstrom as Bishop of Lund in 
the State Lutheran Church, The new bishop has taught in the Augustana Theo- 
logical Seminary, Rock Island, Illinois, and has been head of a school at 
Lundsberg, Sweden, since 1942, Ee has been associated with the Student 
Christian Movement and with the ecumenical movement. 


* * 


Ten American and nine British ministers will preach in each other's 
countries this summer under the Preacher Exchange Programme conducted joint-— 
ly by the National Council of Churches in the USA and the British Council of 
Churches. Now in its 40th year, the exchange programme has become so popular 
that more preachers are requested than the number of Sundays available, 


* * 


; 

; 

i 
’ 


The John Knox lecture for 1960 was delivered at the John Knox House, 
Presbyterian student centre in Geneva, on June 3, by Pierre Burgelin, Pro- 
' fessor of the Philosophy of Religion at Strasbourg, France. The subject was 
“The Mission and Unity of the Church", EPS, Geneva 


* * 


